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This document is an analysis of the November 2009 flooding in the south Galway area, in particular 

the Gort, Kiltartan, Coole to Kinvara areas. This document references and uses some of the 

information compiled for the 1997 Flood report from Jennings/O Donovan (referred to JOD in the 

document. 

 

The maps in this area contain approximations of flooding levels compiled from local knowledge or 

photographs. 
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Recommendations 

In Nov 2009, the tremendous volume of water coming down off the Slieve Aughty mountains found 

its own overground path to the sea.  The recommendations outlined in this document are focused on 

using these natural flows and contours as guides to better solutions. The main aspects of these 

solutions are  

 

• If these natural channels can be refined to reduce excessive flooding levels whilst maintaining 

the natural and agricultural environments, then there is possibility of obtaining a cost-effective, 

timely and environmentally friendly solution.  

• Replacing and walls and natural hedge boundaries that lie across the natural flows with wire 

fencing thus allow water to flow freely through them 

• Ensuring that roads don’t act as dams that block the free flow of water.  Remedial works that 

raise roads to assist with access have been seen to raise flood water levels by restricting the 

natural flow of water.  

• If the bounds of the plan remain within the proven overflow channel, it may be easier to get 

local approval on the ground for these schemes. 
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Flooding from Kiltartan To Kinvara 

Although there are extensive underground passages between Kiltartan and Kinvara, if these 

channels cannot sustain an increased volume of water, the water will flow over the surface where it 

can cause extensive overground flooding.  From a high-level, the contours of the land will 

ultimately determine the course of the water flow from Kiltartan to Kinvara. In Nov 2009, this was 

the case where a substantial volume of water made direct overland connection from the Slieve 

Aughty to the sea.   The diagram below shows the overland flooding from Kiltartan to Kinvara. 

  

 
Figure 1 : Contours and flows : Coole to Kinvara 

 

In figure 1, the blue/purple are the low-lying areas, the green is higher level and yellow/orange 

higher still. From this view the following low-lying areas can be identified. There are described as 

basins in this document.  

 

• Kiltartan Basin 

• Coole Basin 

• Caherglassaun Basin 

• Cahermore Basin 

• Caherawoneen Basin 

 

These ‘basins’ are highlighted in the following diagram.  
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The links between these basins will be described in this document. These are  

• Kiltartan to Coole 

• Coole to Caherglassaun 

• Caherglassaun to Cahermore 

• Cahermore to Caherawoneen 

• Caherawoneen to Kinvara 

 

Through the Nov 2009 flooding, it is proven that flood water will flow directly from Slieve Aughty 

overland to the sea.  Our recommendation is that this natural route is used as the basis of flood 

control solutions in the south Galway area and that management of flood water levels through the 

refinement of this natural channel will help to alleviate the drastic flooding experienced in many of 

these basins in Nov/Dec 2009. 
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Kiltartan to Coole 

The flooding in Kiltartan has been described extensively in a document titled ‘Kiltartan Flooding 

Analysis’ and this document should be referred to for background on the flooding of this area.   In 

Nov 2009, the swallow hole at Kiltartan (Pollomuiri)  highlighted below could not handle the 

combined underground waters from Ballylee and Gort as well as the extensive overflow from 

Ballylee/Castletown. This resulted in a significant levels of flooding in Kiltartan including homes, 

farms, septic tanks). Eventually levels raise until it overflowed from Kiltartan to Corker and into 

Coole however the roads became impassable and marooned residents for several weeks. 

 

The path of the overflow from Kiltartan to Coole can be seen on the following diagram 

 
 

In Nov 2009 and 1995, due to extensive water flow, the Kiltartan underground system cannot hold 

the flow of water and like a basin, it starts to fill up. The outlet of the basin is in the north of 

Kiltartan toward Corker. The lands follows a natural contour toward Corker but the Kiltartan-

Kilternan road blocks its path. In fact the levels of water in 2009 where higher than 1995 for the 

sole reason that the road had been raised by 2ft without adequate drainage. 

 

Once the overflow flows into corker, if flows through farmland and to Raheen where it flows across 

the Kiltartan-Kilternan road. In Nov 2009, there was 3ft of water flowing across the road at Corker 
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and 3ft flowing across the road in Raheen, beside Melville’s house (despite an existing culvert in 

place)  

 

The following is an aerial photograph of Kiltartan in Nov 2009. 

 
 

The water flowing from Kiltartan to Corker was substantial. It was very fast, deep (Truck drivers 

reported 4ft in places) and wide 80m . This can be seen here :  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxUKsLJPsVA 

The following are a few photographs of this flow  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The flow of water was from Eugene Nolan’s driveway to Tom Nolan’s driveway,  >80 M.  

 

 

CORKER 

Kiltartan 
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Recommended Solutions for Kiltartan to Coole 

A very clear solution for this area is the inclusion of flood measure into the Kiltartan-Kilternan road 

beside Eugene Nolans house. The following diagram shows the current profile of the road. 

 

 
 

The Kiltartan-Kilternan road acts as a dam between Kiltartan and Coole. In fact the rising of the 

road level after then 1995 flooding actually contributed to raising the flood levels in Kiltartan for 

the 2009 flood. 

 

If proper culverts are in place, the area will not longer flood. 
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It may also be necessary to remove some blockage (bushes/walls) further down and clean out the 

Raheen Culvert. This is shown below :  

 

 
 

With these measures overflow water will flow more freely to Coole without massive buildup in 

Kiltartan. 

 

Another recommendation is to investigate the underground channel between Kiltartan and Coole to 

ensure that it is not blocked. 
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Coole to Caherglassaun 

Coole lake receives water underground from many different sources as well as in Nov 2009, 

overground from Gort and Ballylee, via Kiltartan. If the Coole underground drainage system cannot 

handle the water input then we can assume the levels of water will rise until if finds an output.  For 

Coole, the main output is the north-west of Coole lake where it flows to Caherglassaun. This outlet 

runs over agricultural land but needs to cross the Tirneevin-Cahermore road to make it to the 

Caherglassaun basin. This is shown in the diagram below. The light blue is the approximate 

flooding levels of the area.  

 

 
 

This water route and deepening has been detailed in the 1997 flood problem investigation.[REF  1].  

As the Caherglassaun basin filled up there was extensive flooding in the area in including the 

flooding of Anne Connolly’s house.   The following diagram shows the flooding around the area as 

well as highlighting where a bridge would be needed to effectively transfer the water and keep the 

roads free of water.  The road outside Connolly’s was under 2m of water. The water was 2 ft up on 

Connolly’s house. 
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Recommended Solutions for Coole to Caherglassaun 

The main solutions proposed by JOD have been detailed in Document Ref : 77135, Section 5.2.9 

which involve some excavations of no more than 2 m over a length of 650m and the proposal of a 

multi-span bridge.   

 

Rather than a 2m x 650m channel it may be possible to make the existing natural channel more 

effective, by removing obstacles like bushes, mounds and replacing walls/hedging with strong wire 

fencing.  A bridge/culvert will be needed to bring this channel across the Tirneevin-Cahermore 

road.  

 

It may be also interesting to examine the swallow hole called Pollnapasty, close to Caherglassaun 

castle as there appears to be a lot of boulders stacked close to the sink.   

 

It is important not to let downstream flows back up. For Caherglassaun when it reached excessive 

flooding levels water started to flow north toward Cahermore  This will be detailed in the next 

section.  
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Caherglassaun to Cahermore 

After Caherglassaun levels are breached, the water starts to flow northward toward Cahermore. The 

following diagram shows the flow in involved. 

 

 
 

In Nov 2009,  flood levels at Caherglassaun reached excessive levels  area had severe flooding and, 

water flowed toward Cahermore turlough, passed over a road junction and flooded Leach’s house.  

The water was 2ft over the road. What is important to note is that the road was raised by ~18 

inches, which did nothing to alleviate the flooding and perhaps even obstructed the drainage of 

Caherglassaun. 
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Recommendations :  

In section 5.2.8 of the JOD flood report, based on the 1995 flood, stated that a channel could be 

possible from the north-west boundary of Caherglassaun to Cahermore.  The Nov 2009 flood 

waters however went along a different path as highlighted in the diagram. 

The exit north of Caherglassaun consists of a slight upward rise that if lowered could reduce the 

risk of flooding to the area. This is detailed in the diagram below: 

 

 

 
 

 

The  channel would need to be more defined. A bridge/culvert would be needed  to bring the water 

across the road in an organized manner.  

 

A bridge/culverts is needed at Leaches corner. (where indicated on the diagram) 

 

Again, it is important to keep the downstream water from backing up and as such we need to look at 

the Cahermore to Caherawoneen link. 
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Cahermore to Caherawoneen 

As from the figure #1, Cahermore is in a low-lying area  and is normally susceptible to winter 

flooding.  In Nov 2009, like most upstream basins,  Cahermore could not handle the volume of 

water coming in from Caherglassaun and other sources. This lead to extensive flooding of the area 

including farmland, farm sheds and residential houses. The roads were also impassable. 

 

 
 

Water  flowed north toward Glynn’s house, though not the same volume as from Coole-

Caherglassaun. If flooded 2 thatched houses, Burkes and Glynns, which according to Adrian Glynn,  

had never flooded in 300 years . The water, however disappeared underground very close to 

Glynn’s house and it is assumed seeped underground to Caherawoneen.  
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Possible solutions from Cahermore to Caherawoneen. 

From Caherawoneen there is a natural flow toward Kinvara so the main recommendation is to have 

a more defined and lower channel between Cahermore and Caherawoneen. Although severe 

flooding levels have shown a flow as discussed, these may be an alternate solution than following 

the flood channel. 

 

 
 

Option #1: 

From following the contours of the land it would be possible to route water from Cahermore to 

Caherawoneen, from beside John McCormick’s, across the Cahermore-Kinvara road, across a field 

and downhill toward a marsh. There is a large outcrop of trees that can be seen along they way.  

Most of this channel would be downhill to Caherawoneen. The route can be currently seen as 

following the electricity lines that cross the road close to McCormick’s house.  This is an attractive 

option because most of this is downhill.  

 

Option #2: 

This route would follow the existing overflow. Care would need to be taken as there is a  lot of 

underground channels in this area.  The channel could be taken to the east or west of Glynn’s house.  

 

It should be noted that Cahermore area seems to sink some water underground as the flows through 

it were not as substantial as those flowing out of it. 
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Caherawoneen to Kinvara 

In Nov 2009,  there was an overflow of water from Caherawoneen to Kinvara. This is shown in the 

diagram below. 

 

 
 

 

The flooding in this area submerges 2 roads along the way and eventually makes its way to 2 existing 

culverts. Much of this land is prone to winter flooding. In fact initially the flow can flow NW-SE but as 

winter flooding progresses, the flow can move from fro SE-NW. 

 

Main solutions in this area :  

The land is relatively low-lying and is prone to winter flooding. It would benefit from an overground 

channel, and culverts beneath the two roads. There has been a lot of analysis of this area in the 1997 

flood report and an overground channel has been discussed in this document.  
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